Wireless personal area networks will proliferate in the next millennium. In response, the IEEE 802.15 Working Group for Wireless Personal Area Networks (WPAN's) was formed to develop standards for these short range wireless networks. The group is closely following the emerging industry specifications, viz. Bluetooth and HomeRF, and realizes that it is important to build on the work of these groups as they enjoy significant market interest and industry participation.
This talk describes why WPANs are important, the history of the group and the standards process, the known candidate radio transmission technologies that the Working Group, via peer review and formal balloting, will choose from for their first draft standard, and a discussion of the issues of coexistence and interoperability.
One of the primary motivations for this Working Group is to ensure the best use of a shared medium.
We believe that the IEEE 802 Committee provides the best forum for consensus open standards and that this process will provide for a rock solid, market accepted WPAN technology. 
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